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a guide by



A DRIVER'S LICENSE IS GOOD FOR DRIVING 
Employment
Housing
Bank Account
Financial Aid
Voting
Library visits
Financial Aid
Plane Travel
College Enrollment

and also:



Driver's license path

Visit DPS 
and get

provisional
license

Complete 14
hours of

instructor-led
driving

Drive with 
a couple of

restrictions, then
visit DPS at age 18

for full license

Complete 
32 hour

knowledge
course

Caseworker
assessment

Gather
documents

Visit DPS, 
get learner's

permit

Complete 30
more hours of

supervised
driving

Pass 
road test

For foster Youth, Ages 14 - 17 

Gather
documents
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(using the "block Method"of Driver's Education )

https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=Phase%20II%20%E2%80%93%20Provisional%20Driver%20License
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=Phase%20II%20%E2%80%93%20Provisional%20Driver%20License
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=Phase%20II%20%E2%80%93%20Provisional%20Driver%20License
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=You%20must%20have%20completed%20behind%2Dthe%2Dwheel%20portion%20of%20driver%20education%2C%20which%20includes%3A
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=Phase%20II%20%E2%80%93%20Provisional%20Driver%20License
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=Phase%20II%20%E2%80%93%20Provisional%20Driver%20License
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=Phase%20II%20%E2%80%93%20Provisional%20Driver%20License
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/DESSearch
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/DESSearch
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/DESSearch
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/handbooks/CPS/Resource_Guides/Driver_Licenses_for_Youth_in_Conservatorship_Resource_Guide.pdf
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/documents/Foster_Youth_DL_Fact_Sheet.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=birthday.-,Applying%20for%20your%20Learner%20License,You%20must%20visit%20a%20driver%20license%20office%20and%20provide%20proof%20of%20the%20following%20to%20obtain%20a%20learner%20license.
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=birthday.-,Applying%20for%20your%20Learner%20License,You%20must%20visit%20a%20driver%20license%20office%20and%20provide%20proof%20of%20the%20following%20to%20obtain%20a%20learner%20license.
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=birthday.-,Applying%20for%20your%20Learner%20License,You%20must%20visit%20a%20driver%20license%20office%20and%20provide%20proof%20of%20the%20following%20to%20obtain%20a%20learner%20license.
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/driver/files/texas%2030-hour%20behind-the-wheel%20guide.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/schedule-drive-test-authorized-third-party-skills-testing-tpst
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/schedule-drive-test-authorized-third-party-skills-testing-tpst
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/schedule-drive-test-authorized-third-party-skills-testing-tpst
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/documents/Foster_Youth_DL_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://dlmap/


 now, Let's take
it step by step



Caseworker Assessment

REMEMBER:  DRIVING IS A PRIVILEGE,
NOT A RIGHT!

The Caseworker will conduct a "readiness assessment"
before a youth can start the driver's license procress.

More about that Here.

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/handbooks/CPS/Files/CPS_pg_6400.asp#CPS_6454_1


Driver's education for 14-17 yrs olds is made up of two
parts: 1) the knowledge part and 2) the behind-the-
wheel (driving) training. You need to complete 32 hours
of knowledge content AND pass a written test before
being allowed to start behind-the-wheel training. 

Most teens take the knowledge part through an online
class, but if in-person learning is better for you, there
are classes for that, too. Find either, here.

Start Driver's Ed

https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/DESSearch


Answer 3:

Q&A About 
driver's education

There are two ways of completing the knowledge part
of driver's ed: the "concurrent method" and the "block
method." The concurrent method means you can start
driving after 6 hours of education and then get your
learner's permit, although you still need to finish the
rest of the 32 hours, but you can do so at the same time
as completing the behind-the-wheel driving hours.
The block method requires that you complete all 32
hours BEFORE starting any behind-the-wheel
training. Most driving schools will require that you
use the block method before signing up with them to
start driving practice.

 I hear that some kids take just 6 hours of driver's ed
and then start their behind the wheel training. Why
do I have to take all 32 hours of education first?

 What is "Parent-Taught" driver's education?
Question 2:

Answer 1:
"Parent-Taught" driver's education is when a legal guardian
applies and is approved by TDLR to teach you driver's
education. It doesn't change any of the education
requirements or driving requirements. More about parent-
taught and who can be considered as a legal guardian here.

Question 3: 

Answer 1:

Question 1:
 At what age can I start driver's education?

14 years old, but you have to be at least 15 to apply for a
learner's permit, and at least 16 for a provisional license.

Question 2:

Answer 2:

https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=You%20must%20have%20completed%20the%20first,you%20are%20using%20the%20block%20method.
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/driver/parenttaughtfaq.htm#dat-menu:~:text=The%20following%20persons%20may%20instruct%20the%20Parent%20Taught%20program%3A


Gather Documents!
Start collecting the necessary documents. 

This step could take a long time and it is best to get started early.  

 All these documents must be in the same name
with all names spelled correctly.

But Which documents???

 PRO TIP:

http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Same%20Name,must%20be%20in%20the%20same%20name
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Same%20Name,must%20be%20in%20the%20same%20name
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Same%20Name,must%20be%20in%20the%20same%20name
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Same%20Name,must%20be%20in%20the%20same%20name


(otherwise known as: "proof of your united states citizenship")
 Your Birth Certificate

5. You do not need

consent from a parent

or CPS to get one, but
you will need the

"Foster Care Residency

Verification for a

Driver License or State
Identification

Card Fee Waiver form"

(Form K-908-2042)
which you get from

your caseworker.

2. Only an original
birth certificate or
a certified copy is
allowed for DL's.

3. The birth
certificate must be
from state where
you were born.

4. If you were born
in Texas and are in
foster care, you
can get it for free if
you don't have one
already.

 By 16 years old, the
law says a foster
youth should have
all their own
original identity
documents.

1.

( D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  A  C E R T I F I E D  C O P Y  O F  S O M E T H I N G  I S  N O T
T H E  S A M E  T H I N G  A S  A  N O T A R I Z E D  C O P Y )

This will
prove

identity too!

http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Get%20Your%20Birth%20Certificate%20on%20Your%20Own,-A
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Get%20Your%20Birth%20Certificate%20on%20Your%20Own,-A
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/
https://www.dps.texas.gov/Internetforms/Forms/DL-100E.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/Internetforms/Forms/DL-100E.pdf
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vs/faq/birth.aspx#request:~:text=To%20get%20a%20copy%20of%20your,born%20in%20the%20state%20of%20Texas
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vs/faq/birth.aspx#request:~:text=To%20get%20a%20copy%20of%20your,born%20in%20the%20state%20of%20Texas
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vs/faq/birth.aspx#request:~:text=To%20get%20a%20copy%20of%20your,born%20in%20the%20state%20of%20Texas
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vs/faq/birth.aspx#request:~:text=To%20get%20a%20copy%20of%20your,born%20in%20the%20state%20of%20Texas
https://public.txdpsscheduler.com/
https://public.txdpsscheduler.com/
https://public.txdpsscheduler.com/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Voting-,Get%20Your%20Identification%20Documents%20by%20Age%2016,Before%20you%20turn%2016%2C%20CPS%20must%20get%20you%20your%20certified%20birth%20certificate%2C%20your%20Social%20Security%20card%20and%2C%20a%20Texas%20Identification%20card.%20These%20must%20be%20originals%2C%20not%20copies!,-Not%20Born%20in%20the%20United%20States
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Voting-,Get%20Your%20Identification%20Documents%20by%20Age%2016,Before%20you%20turn%2016%2C%20CPS%20must%20get%20you%20your%20certified%20birth%20certificate%2C%20your%20Social%20Security%20card%20and%2C%20a%20Texas%20Identification%20card.%20These%20must%20be%20originals%2C%20not%20copies!,-Not%20Born%20in%20the%20United%20States


Forms of Identity
you will need two forms of identity (in addition to your birth certificate)

(but three is better in case they reject one)

CAN ALSO PROVE YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBER AND YOUR IDENTITY!

SCHOOL ID OR
SCHOOL REPORT

CARD

YOUR SOCIAL
SECURITY CARD  IMMUNIZATION RECORDS,

OR MEDICAID CARD OR
HOSPITAL ISSUED BIRTH

RECORD

IRS W-2 FORM 
OR 1099 FORM 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-57.pdf


3. If you know you
don't have a social
security number, you
can go get one for free
and by yourself  at the
Social Security office,
BUT! you must also
bring proof of your
identity and
citizenship with you.
More here.

YOUR PROOF OF 
SOCIAL SECURITY 

2. If you don't have it,
then bring an official
record from your
school that has your
SS# on it, W2 from
your employer with
your SS# on it, or a
health record that has
your SS # on it.

1. You will need your
original social security
card. A copy of it won't do.

(otherwise known as:"yoursocial security number")

SS#

http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#linklist1:~:text=Getting%20Your%20Social%20Security%20Card
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#linklist1:~:text=Getting%20Your%20Social%20Security%20Card
http://www.texasfosteryouth.org/drivers_licence.html#item:~:text=%5D%20If%20you%20do%20not%20have,can%20also%20be%20used%20as%20proof.
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-57.pdf


The official driver's license application for
minors (also called "DL-14B") found here,
must be signed by the caseworker. If the
caseworker doesn't go with the youth to
the driver's license office, then this same
form also needs to be notarized. The form
is good for 30 days from date of signature.

 The official Driver's License
Application form You also need the

"Foster Care
Residency

Verification for a
Driver License or

State Identification
Card Fee Waiver" 

(Form K-908-2042) 
which you get 

from your
caseworker.

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/getForm.ashx?id=DL-14B.pdf
http://www.texasfosteryouth.org/drivers_licence.html#item:~:text=The%20letters%20are%20valid%20for%2030%20days%20from%20the%20date%20of%20the%20letter.
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/


Question 1:                                Does the driver's license fee get 
waived if I am in foster care?

Answer 1:

Question 3:      What if I live in a relative's home or a
foster home for several years? Can I use that address?

Answer 3:

Q&A About 
the DL  application

Answer 2: 

Question  2:    What residence address do I 
put on the application?

The foster youth can use their caseworker's office
address as the mailing address. Caseworker completes
mailing address (office address with c/o their name)
and youth's current placement.

Yes. The form, K-908-2042, is used for residency
verification AND is the driver's license fee waiver
form.  A 2-in-1 form!

Yes, if the placement is intended to be permanent,
then the foster youth can use that address. The youth
can decide which address to use, the caseworker's
address or the semi-permanent placement.

https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/documents/Foster_Youth_DL_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Get%20Your%20Birth%20Certificate%20on%20Your%20Own,-A
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=that%20you%20don%E2%80%99t%20have%20to%20pay,for%20you%20to%20get%20the%20ID
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Address%20to%20Use%20on%20your%20ID%20or%20License%3F
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Address%20to%20Use%20on%20your%20ID%20or%20License%3F
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/#get:~:text=Address%20to%20Use%20on%20your%20ID%20or%20License%3F


VOE FORM
Have your school registrar (or other school official)
fill out the VOE form (here). It is good for only 30
days!!! If your DPS appointment is in the summer,

the signed VOE form is good for 90 days.

OTHERWISE

KNOWN AS 

 "VERIFICATION
OF

ENROLLMENT"

You will need a new VOE form when applying for your
learner's license and your provisional license.

https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/driver/forms/voe.pdf
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/documents/Foster_Youth_DL_Fact_Sheet.pdf


 
certificate from driver's education 32
hour class
verify your identity (original birth
certificate) + 2 more identity documents
verify citizenship or lawful presence (Also
original birth Certificate)
verify texas residency (a completed-by-
caseworker form 2042)
fee Waiver (also same form 2042)
Proof of ss# (a Social Security card)
VOE form from school
completed application signed by
caseworker and notarized if they don't go
with you to dps appointment (DL-14B)

DPS will keep your original
documents and mail them 

back to you, separately from 
your learner's license 

THE DOCUMENT CHECKLIST

bonus fact:

Learner's License

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-57.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/getForm.ashx?id=DL-14B.pdf
https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-57.pdf


 BEFORE you Visit DPS...
Make sure to make

an appointment
online, here, 

as soon as you can,
sometimes DPS can

be booked up for 
several months!

Have your school fill out
the VOE Form (here) no

more than 30 days
before you appointment

(if your appt is in the
summer, that form is

good for 90 days).

If you took Driver's
Ed online, don't

forget to print out 
and bring your

driver's education
certificate!

Double and triple check 
that you have all your 

documents and paperwork! 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/driverlicense/appointments.htm
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/driver/forms/voe.pdf


Visit DPS

YOU WILL TAKE 
A VISION TESTYOU WILL 

HAVE YOUR 
PICTURE TAKEN

YOU WILL 
GIVE YOUR

THUMBPRINTSIF YOU WEAR CONTACTS OR GLASSES,
DON'T FORGET TO BRING THEM!

IN ADDITION TO GIVING THEM 
ALL YOUR DOCUMENTS.....



Practice driving
With your learner's permit, you can practice driving as long as there

is a 21-year-old licensed adult in the passenger seat at all times.
Also: don't look at, touch or otherwise use your cell phone 

while practicing driving!

You can only apply for your provisional license once you are 16
yrs old and have had your learner's permit at least 6 months.



Sign up for a 14 hour 
Behind-the-Wheel Class

Sometimes the 14 hour class is included in the
32 hour driver's ed price package.

Take this class at a driving school. 7 hours of the class will be spent observing
someone drive, and 7 hours of the class you will be driving with an
instructor. 

Save the certificate you get when you complete
the class for your next visit to dps.

GOOD 

JOB!



In addition to the 14-hours of driving
school instruction, you need to complete
30 MORE hours of driving with a licensed

adult, 21 years or older, in the front seat. 10
of the 30 hours need to be driving at night.
This requirement ensures you have plenty

of driving practice before the State of
Texas will allow you to have a provisional

driver's license. Find the form here.

The 30-hour driving log

find the full 30 
 hour guide here.

https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/driver/drivereduforms.htm#parent-student:~:text=Texas%2030%2DHour%20Behind%2Dthe%2DWheel%20Log%20(PDF)
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/driver/files/texas%2030-hour%20behind-the-wheel%20guide.pdf


it's a free,2-hour videoabout distracteddriving

Print the certificate when you have completed class. 
The certificate's date has to be within a 

90-day window of your road test. 

watch the required "ittD" video here.

"ittd" stands for

"impact t
exas 

teen drivers"

https://impacttexasdrivers.dps.texas.gov/ittd/


3. You can also take
your road test at DPS.
You will need to
schedule a road test
appointment with DPS
online. The day of your
appointment, bring a
car that can pass on on-
the-spot safety
inspection, the owner
of the car, and proof of
car insurance. 

Road TEst 
1. Check to see if the
driving school you
used for your 14 hour
training is also a "third
party skills testing
school." If so, you can
take your road test
there! (If they don't,
you can find one here.)
IF YOU PASS, THE
RESULTS WILL BE
GIVEN TO YOU IN A
SEALED ENVELOPE TO
TAKE TO DPS!

https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/schedule-drive-test-authorized-third-party-skills-testing-tpst


You must have a learner's
permit for at least 6 months
before applying at DPS for a

provisional license.

timing is everything 

did you know? 

ITTD VIDEO  IS GOOD FOR UP TO 90 DAYS BEFORE
ROAD TEST.

BEFORE YOUR DPS APPOINTMENT, MAKE SURE TO GET   
YOUR VOE FORM SIGNED FROM YOUR SCHOOL.(FORM
IS GOOD FOR 30 DAYS NORMALLY OR 90 DAYS IN
SUMMER).

TAKE THE ROAD TEST FROM A DRIVING SCHOOL,
THEN MAKE A DPS APPOINTMENT 

 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/third-party-skills-testing-program#block-barrio-dps-content:~:text=If%20you%20are%2016%20years%20of%20age%20or%20older%3A
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/third-party-skills-testing-program#block-barrio-dps-content:~:text=If%20you%20are%2016%20years%20of%20age%20or%20older%3A
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/third-party-skills-testing-program#block-barrio-dps-content:~:text=If%20you%20are%2016%20years%20of%20age%20or%20older%3A
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/third-party-skills-testing-program#block-barrio-dps-content:~:text=If%20you%20are%2016%20years%20of%20age%20or%20older%3A
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/third-party-skills-testing-program#block-barrio-dps-content:~:text=If%20you%20are%2016%20years%20of%20age%20or%20older%3A


Visit DPS (AGAIN)
 

Texas Driver Education Certificate (DE-964)
verify your identity (your learner's
license this time!)
Certificate from Ittd Video
fee Waiver (a completed-
by-caseworker form 2042
VOE form from school
completed application signed by
caseworker and notarized if they don't go
with you to dps appointment (DL-14B)
30 hour driving log (with 10 hours at
night)
Sealed envelope with road test results (if
you took road test at a driving school)

Have you had your learner's
permit at least 6 months?

IF you said yes to both questions, then
gather the following documents:

BUT FIRST:
Are you at least 16 yrs. old?

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/getForm.ashx?id=DL-14B.pdf


C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
on your provisional license!!!

Don't forget this license expires on your 18th birthday! 
Visit DPS again 30 days BEFORE turning 18, 

and they will issue you an unrestricted driver's license.

There are big restrictions to remember with
your provisional license: only one other
passenger under 21 in the car with you (that
isn't a family member). 
No driving between midnight to 5am,
unless for work, a school-related activity,
or an emergency.

https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen#DL:~:text=You%20may%20not%20drive%20a%20motor,who%20is%20not%20a%20family%20member

